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Remarks at the Departure Ceremony for European Community
Leaders Anibal Cavaco Silva and Jacques Delors
April 22, 1992

Mr. Prime Minister, this year my country
celebrates the Iberian spirit of discovery.
Half a millennium ago, Portugal and Spain
helped chart a course towards a new world.
Five hundred years later, European unity
guides the way towards a new world order.
Those early pioneers believed their mission
was to probe the secrets of the world. Now
we must explore the frontiers of common
interest and common ground. The next ho-
rizon: a strengthened partnership between
the United States and the European Com-
munity.

Prime Minister Cavaco Silva, EC Presi-
dent Delors, and I and our top officials have
discussed areas where we may deepen co-
operation: peace efforts in the Middle East,
coordination of aid to Central and Eastern
Europe, the struggle of the emergent C.I.S.
and international assistance, the agenda of
next month’s EC conference in Lisbon. We
also talked about Yugoslavia, where, trag-
ically, old hatreds are opening new wounds.
The U.S.-EC partnership is working tire-
lessly to create conditions for a lasting
democratic peace.

No topic on our agenda is more crucial
than the Uruguay round of trade negotia-
tions. We are committed to achieving an
early agreement, one that will spur eco-
nomic growth not just in America but in
Europe and all around the world. It will
create jobs not just for our generation but
for generations to come. For Americans,
agreement will mean more than free trade
abroad; it will mean for Americans good
jobs here at home and a better standard
of living at home.

We had an extensive exchange of views
on the outstanding issues, and some new
ideas on how to conclude this Uruguay
round were advanced by both sides. We are
convinced, absolutely convinced, that the
EC leaders are committed to an early agree-
ment. And I hope they know that I am com-
mitted to such an early conclusion. We
agreed to continue this process. We had
some serious discussions, and the process

will go on.
Forty-one years ago almost to the day,

the countries of Europe began their quest
for unity. Over the ruins of war they laid
a blueprint for peace and began building
the foundations for economic and political
cooperation. They sought unity not out of
convenience but out of conviction, a vision
of economic interdependence that would in-
flate the costs of war and expand the divi-
dends of peace. The wisdom of their actions
has brought us today to a new Europe
where peace has paid off.

Now, this new Europe has now joined
its strength with the United States to sup-
port the spread of political and economic
freedom in the lands only recently liberated
from Soviet communism. Those that we
helped four decades ago are now able to
shoulder a larger part of these new chal-
lenges.

Jean Monnet, the grandfather of Euro-
pean unity, once asked: ‘‘If you are in a
dark tunnel and see a small light at the
end, should you turn your back on that light
and go back into darkness, or should you
continue walking toward it even though you
know it’s far away?’’ Five hundred years
ago, a European mariner followed the light
of his imagination to illuminate a new
world. For almost 50 years, the West carried
freedom’s torch to protect the free world.
Today, we stand at the shores of a new
world order where diverse nations are
drawn together in common cause to achieve
the universal aspirations of mankind: peace
and security, freedom and prosperity. A
strong and united Europe offers the best
hope for this united purpose and the best
alliance for the United States.

I salute our two distinguished guests
today, and now would like to ask Prime
Minister Cavaco Silva to say a word.

Note: The President spoke at 1:33 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to French diplomat
Jean Monnet, a founder of the European



626

Apr. 22 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

Community. Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco
Silva of Portugal was President of the Euro-

pean Council, and Jacques Delors was Presi-
dent of the European Commission.

Remarks Congratulating the 1992 Super Bowl Champion
Washington Redskins
April 22, 1992

Please be seated, and welcome to the
Rose Garden. May I first salute, of course,
Joe Gibbs and Charlie Casserly, and the
players, the coaches, the official family, and
the friends of the Redskins. Welcome to
the White House at last. We’re delighted
to have you here.

And you can imagine how much I’ve
looked forward to the event. Today we
honor the flagship franchise of the NFL
since 1937, a team which this year earned
the best mark in club history, 17 and 2.
We’re proud to salute the 1992 Super Bowl
champions.

I think first of all of Mark Rypien: nearly
3,600 passing yards in the regular season,
two touchdowns, the MVP award in the
Super Bowl. Someone mentioned to me
that Mark was born in Canada. It looks like
the U.S.-Canada Free Trade Agreement is
paying off already, at least from our stand-
point. [Laughter]

And often Mark threw to the beloved
number 81. And when the NFL decided
last month to scrap instant replay, I thought
I heard a big cheer go up. Barbara said,
‘‘What was that?’’ I said, ‘‘I’m not sure.
Sounds like Art Monk.’’ An instant replay
cost him one touchdown in the Super Bowl,
but not 60 others and a glorious career. And
all Washington is proud of a future Hall-
of-Famer.

Now, this brings me to the other mem-
bers of the Super Bowl champions. Perhaps
the NFL’s best offensive line, the ‘‘Hogs,’’
allowing a club record low, nine sacks. Next,
with Art, members of the ‘‘Posse,’’ wide re-
ceivers Ricky Sanders and Gary Clark. We
salute, too, running backs like Gerald Riggs
and Earnest Byner; Chip Lohmiller—Cole
Porter must have seen the future when he
wrote, ‘‘I get a kick out of you.’’ [Laughter]
And plus, of course, another future Hall-

of-Famer, Joe Gibbs, now with three Super
Bowl victories, second only to Chuck Noll.
Let’s hear it for the coach. [Applause]

And yet, it’s the ‘‘National Defense’’ that
would make even the Pentagon proud. That
great defense that still has Jim Kelly duck-
ing tacklers in his sleep—Jim, nothing per-
sonal, the Skins k.o.’d opponents all year.
Think of linemen like Fred Stokes and
Jumpy Geathers, Tim Johnson; or line-
backers Andre Collins and Wilbur Marshall,
11 tackles against Buffalo; or the secondary,
featuring A.J. Johnson and all-pro speed
demon Darrell Green. And each showed
why coach Richie Pettibon said, ‘‘It’s a case
of the whole being even better than the
parts.’’

Go to Bethesda or Anacostia, travel to Al-
exandria or Falls Church, and they’ll talk
about this team molded by Joe and Charlie.
They’ll talk, too, about things other than the
won-and-lost record, impressive though that
is. Things like Mark’s support for the Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation, Art Monk’s and Ear-
nest Byner’s work on behalf of the Food
for Families Program at Thanksgiving, Dar-
rell Green’s youth foundation, or the Joe
Gibbs Youth for Tomorrow Home.

These things explain a lot. They explain
why the Skins have become a barometer
of whether Monday is good or bad for
Washingtonians. And they’re also an eco-
nomic barometer. And I was glad, for exam-
ple, to learn that whenever the Redskins
have won the Super Bowl, the U.S. econ-
omy has improved that year. [Laughter]
Other teams get covered in the sports sec-
tion; this crowd gets covered in the ‘‘Wall
Street Week.’’ Whether it’s Wall Street or
Main Street, though, America loves the
Redskins.

And so, I just want to welcome you all
here. We’re proud to have you here, your
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